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, - BBSTRACT : .
. -

The results of five different studies dealing with the social

and eduéational characteristics of the families of young children

a

liviné in Appalachia are presentedAas a planning base for home-

oriented 2ducation. The five studies deal with' (l) the relative

effectiveness-of "parent materials of different reaaing levels and

o s

styles; (2) selected demographic information from the families;

v * 4 ~

(3) television ownership, reception qualities, and viewing habits

of the.families; (4) parents' expectations ‘for their childrqn's

N

competencies; and (5) a re—analysis of U. S. Census data pertaining
o -

i »

to the parent population. “The studies concluded, for example, that

about three-four
3

o o . . 0
prepared at a second grade reading level. or above, that over Qf

) . . . \ .
ths of the parents could effectively use maté{?als-

. 3 s

s have at least an eighth grade‘education,'tﬁat

.

pgrcent of the mother

more than 96 péicent of the families 3n non-urban Abpelachiavhave

o

' ]
television sets; but that less than 78 ‘percent of the families have

*

telephone serviée. ]Tﬁplicafions'of the studies for the planning of
: ‘ . <

. v

home-based programs are given in the report.
N N .

o9 t
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b
Social and Educational Characteristics of the o
Families of Appalachian Preschool Children

as a.Basis for Home-Based Education

Introduction

. Id

In another era, home demonstration agents visited homes, and Yigh school
students learned vocational agriculture through on—the ~farm pract1ce. More

LY

recently, however, the home has come to- be regarded a$ an educational insti-~

9

tution for the very young chlldren. Educators.are concerned w1th u51ng the
o !

parents to fac1lltate the instruction of chlldren from birth through entrance
Do

into formal schools; other educators see the family- as an interactlve system

. e ¢

re~enforcing each fahily member's léarning, and‘thereby creating a. lasting

educational effegt. ’ -

Regardless of the reasons-and the theoretical considerations, an
accurate descrlptlon of the many characterlstlcs of the families and their

physical surroundlngs should ald in the deslgn of home~based educatlon pro—

grams. The purpose of th1s paper is to illustrate the use of f1eld daLa

inamaking educational decisions and, in particular, in plann:ng,,revzs1ng,

L N

and disseminating a complex educational program for home—based edudation to-

a multi—state region of the& country. No one f1nd1ng or even one complete

study would have prov1ded the deslred 1nformatlon, but perhaps a review of
]

the entire series w1ll indicate how field data may be used to plah educational

programs, and, in some cases,vsupport educational decisions which have already

been made on a'preliminary,basis.

. H
¥

/ o
The geographlcal and cultural region. .called Appalachia includes various

portlons of thlrtcen states, but only one, West Vlrglnla’ is'completely con—

tained within the region. Although some—xnvestlgatlonﬁ have been conducted

a

'.at,one site or another in the Region (Loof;'ARC, NIMHY, few studles of the

education~-related characteristics can be found.' ngfexceptions are a study

7

Q
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of teacher supply by ﬁhe Appalachian Regional CommiSSion (ARC) and a study of
N [
educational needs by the Appalachia Educational Labﬁfatory (Campbell)
®
The-Appalachia Educational Laboratory (AEL) has developed and field tested '

¢

.process of home-based preschool education during the past 3ix years and the

studies described in this paper Were designed to yield additional information.

concerning therpopulation of preschool children and their families.

The Program “-

The program under'consideration was HOPE-+Home—Oriented Preschool Educa-

q?' . - - -

tion. HOPE is regarded as an alternative to conventional classroom-instruction

for three, four, and five year 0ld& children. The Program was field tested

o

_ over a four-county area of rural West Virginia‘for three yeafg and then tested

‘more .widely ‘at various places around the

HOPE is‘a. process of developing the home

-

‘cational materials produced: at a central

e L

Mo~
week, by a paraprofeSSional home VlSltOr,

dessions once each week.

.

country for an additional two years.

as’an;educational'institution. Edu-~

~

location are,delivered to parents each

¢ -

andgthe parents convene in small group"

The children also meet in group sessions’ ‘once each

v

week, primarily for socializing‘experiences and to gain other experiences” ‘
3. .

a.fficult to duplicate in the somewhat isolated homes.

A central part ‘of the

HOPE-proces§ is a daily television program, aimed primarily at the children,

which delivers basic information into-theqhomes.

e

The terminal objective of the program is to make available o rural children
a preschool educational program which will:

private television transmission facilities to deliver the program;

multi ~district and multi- -state planning,

L

-

(a) utilize eXisting public and

funding, and implementationf (c) be

.

more- cost effective than the traditional classroom approach in an area that is

lacking in preschool facilities;

(e)'involve and assist the parent in the

cational Laboratory, 1972).

(d) make use of parapiofes5ionals, and

L]

instructional role (Appalachia Edu-

{b) encourage

A
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JThe Studies ' I

several types of data were desired.

. “separately.

-

Before HOPE could be implemented on a multi-district or multi-state basis,
\ . . . .

R . \,
Five ‘'studies were planned and completed | »

N .
‘ . . e N "

according to a very tight schedule which did not permit deliberation or hesi-

o -

., ,
tation and, as Wlll be noted the actual order of studies completed was not : .

always- in the best~interest of the ‘total study design. ' -

Four of the studies were completed on the same sample of the’ population . .

and will be described together. The fifth study was. based on data fromwthe‘

s . R -
total.population from sections of 13 Appalachian states and will be described

Of the first four, one study measured the relative effectiveness.

of materials of different reading levels and styles of presentation in parént

instructiJnal materials. Another/study was based on selected demographic,

s

information from the preschool‘families, and a third was a survey of televigion

hip, ieception quality, and VieWing ‘habits of “the families. A fourth -

owners
0ld children

&
study was of parent reactions to competenCies expected of six year
. t

and a comparison of the parent: expectations Wlth similar statements~from a

These studies ‘were all completed by

3

the fall of 1974, and most data collection was completed during the latter

" . & e [

panel of experts on child development.

v . . %
- - «
. v

two weeks of~ﬁarch, 1974. . o . . . .
. ) - . . N

A fifth study was_pased on an analysis of U. S. Census'data coleeted for -

“~ ' s

AEL by the u. s. Census Bureau.; Apparently, this is the only soeCially,pre-

pared aggregation of U. S. Census data available descriptive of the parents . © N
gL N G N

-Each of these five studies Will be described in‘
,

)

of children under agde six;

]

more detail ‘in the follow1ng section.
scribed in separate reports and submitted

PN

These "five studies have been de
D

to ERIC for general distribution. The detailed reports contain all data .

tables and instruments.used in the studies and include much more description

o

-
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of the methodology than does the follow1ng eref descrlptlons. The. five

\ . N

tudles are llsted in ‘a separate section of the BlbIlography. : ,
© .

« . LA . . . . s
N

‘ L | o .- , ‘MethOdOIng." . o \

éelection of Sample

.~

: - The orlglnal sample kor the first four field stud1es con51sted of families -
1 i ) ? \

P ’ . o

llVlng in the states of Alabama, Kentueky, Ohio, Pennsylvanla, Tennessee,

1Y

. .« Virginia, and West Virginia. 1In order téd locate posslble sites within the area,

a survey was; maée of ex1st1ng programs utlllZlng regular home visits.> -
‘ i . As will be seen, the s1tes varled in the nature of preschool program as
'y ’ )

well as sample characterlstlcs 1nclud1ng number of avallable famllles. The .

.

. N original sample of 951 families selected for~the four flele studies met most '

e of the crlterla llsted in the fleld studles plan.

Pable 1 1nd1cates the locatlon, s1ze, and itype of program for each of the

*

" sites whlch was selected for 1ncluslon ln the f1eld 'surveys._ Howeyer, the
, : 0 . .
. .,
survey samp%e.distributlon and the O. S. Census Bureau distribution were found-w

\ . . . - >
. ..

to bevdissimilar (using a'x2 approach) and(a matrix“sampling‘technique was

? used'to”pbtain a survey Sample'which was representatlve of the reglonal popu-
Y \ 0 d
lation ‘Specifically, the rev1sed sample dlstr;butlon and the U. SuwCensus
) . .Bureau d1str1butlon were similar, on the varlable of educatlonal level of T
A . , I P 4 ’ R ‘
oo ,mother-—a variable of 1mportance in these stud1es of parent characterlstlcs.
- . . - Ad .»“
',A, There were 699 familias in the revised survey samplé,’; S L .
, . Lol . 6 - ’ - _v-:* o - ST e ‘ .
5 . AN P R ‘ ° ! N Ry a
Data Collettlon Technlques , R o ' R

Evaluatlon staff at AEL tralned the sﬁperv130ry staff of the)seven statﬁg,
who 1n turn tralned the staff who. admlﬂlstered the«four surveys, slnce 1b was
A Y N o
not practlcal for AEL to tra1n all of the paraprofesslonals to admlnlster the

-instruments. oo PR - N

-

BECE . T o
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' The surveys. were conducted between March 15 and March 29, and most para—

profeSSionals gathered data after regular working hours. This schedule helped

e

to prevent: any interference with normal program operation within the Sites.

The "selection of sample" for the u. S ‘Cerisus Bureau study is in reality .
»" q.

a somewhat different defirition of the population.: In the fifth study,

Appalachia is the area contained in 397 counties located in 13 states in or -

N . . %

’
n‘ . St
around;the Appalachian mountain chain. West Virginia is totaliy included
. < o - r © .

within the Region, . and'the other dozen states’with counties in Appalachia_are
' g .

Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Maryland Miss1SSippi, New York, North Carolina,

¢$‘

OthJ PennsyLvania, South Carollnq, Tennessee, and virginia.. The list was
. | 3

-

rstablished_by the Appalachian Regional CommiSSion, Wasthgton, D. C., and

Y " °

serves as a convenient political definition. Another reason for QSing the

397 county definitions for- this .study is that’ these data may be compared with

©

other data collected by'the ARC. The rural or non—urban populatwon, was

s

defined as all persons living in\the Appalachian Region, except those liVing

in c1ties haVing a population of 50,000 or greater. This someyhat unusual

v N

2 definition of rural yas qhos’n because the HOPE approach 'was thought to be :

! -
L suitable for families living in small towns, as well as in more sparsely
N - . @ ¢ ’

settled}areas; A town ofrZO 000 inrAppalachia is usua’ly conSidered to_be |

o

rural with most ofJ¥he bus1nes and soCial interactions revolVing around
I . E
‘Lrural people and‘their concerns.v T ] .
‘ N : N
Preschool families included all parents, or guardians, and their childreén
N\ .

-

-

in family units with children between birth and five yeais of age. Family
f’ .

. Ca

~

‘could inolude'§lmP1Y a parent and child, as well as adults and children .
. . . . 2 -

- 2

living in extended family situations. -Theﬁage range of birth through two -
. ( . . . ] s - ' .
years’was not included in the, Hoﬁﬁ'populatibn,—but since the'most'recent‘

- » .

gencral U.'S. Censifs -data’ avai]able was from the 1970 enumeration, informution

¢ ¢ o = - . - . .
. . ) . . ?
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concerning the families of younger children QAS considered important for longi—'

tudinal study. The children born in 1970 are coming of school age in 1976.

&

Instrumentation

v
.

The survey instruments used in each of the, studies is described below.

Effectiveness of Parent Materials Survey. . The technique which was used to

o

determine the effectiveness of various levels of reading difficulty and styles

“ o

of presentation of parent materials was based on direct observation,of'parent

o

behaVior. The technique used to elicit this behavior consisted of three

4

activities to be carried out by the’ parent. Each act1v1ty was written at the
Vsecond flfth, and elghth grade level of vocabulary and with two styles of
"illustration as described below.

Styles of.illustration‘were defined by'the relevance of the background '

pertained to the general subjeit matter of: each activity, but did not portray

actiVities similar to those requested in the wrltten portion of each act1v1ty.
Instructional 1llustrations (I) gave v1sual clues to “the natureacf the

h} o b & -]
activity 6 be carried out by the parent..

¥

R .In oné role situation, the parent was asked to pretend that the home

Kt

Visitor was her child and to request the "child" to place a group of ten beafs~

1nto two sets of five, assisting "if necessary. Role playing of the child by

the paxent was asked to tell a short story based on her childhood The third

,,,,, a

-~

aCthlty involved a request for the parent to .ask’ the home visitor; again.role

playing the Chlldﬁ to assemble pieces of a puzzle, aiding if necessary.
‘;}- e :

The parent was handed a sheet requesting hexr totcarry out each one’ of.
_ S . . . o .
these three-act1v1t1es:4~Each parentxgeceived all.three activities written
- o : _ W] - ST it S

illustrations on each sheet handed to the parent. 'Decofativenillustrations (Dﬁ

the home visitor was also required for the second activity, and in this case, -




in one reading level and presented with one style of illustration. That'is,
each parent was requested to carry out three actiVities presented in one of

six reading levels and styles of preséntation. Each parent was requested to

carry out the same three activities, and parents were randomly assigned within

sites to each of the six cqmbinations'of reading levels and presentation styles.

- ! . I3 w .
. In addition to asking the "child" to complete a given activity, the in- ¢

i o

structions to the parent also requested.them'to aid the "child" if necessary
in completing those activities which the "child" was to do. The home visitor
. ‘ ' P '
.was instructed to perform those activities incorrectly the first time, thus
. a N -] .

) y ¢ \ .
requiring the parent's aid for successful completion. The number of questions

each parent asked during t%} activities was also recorded on the answer sheets.
< ~ " Th& rationale underlying ‘the preViously described measurement procedure T

— .

is that the described actiVities are typical of those presented to parénts as

o

LIS

~a part of the HOPE program, and that the response cechnique is a measure\df“

the behaVior in which parents, home Visitors, and children are expected to en— -
- gage. The parents should not only be able to recognize\the words but be able .
‘ * H . f -\‘V 0
to use the actiVitywsheets as a guide to conducting learning actiVitles with

''''
A

their children. . ] fr e .
Demographic gSurvey. The instrument contains 13 items dealing with

~— .

. - -
)

’ . .o -

various characteristics of the targ\tﬁpopulation. 'Various items.pertain'to

\\ . .

the number of childrenbby age level liVing Within the home, prevaous educational

experiences o the prgschool children, the mother of the preschool child as
4 \
head of\\he household; the occupation of the head of the household, the popu-

4 lation den51ty of ‘the a¥ea in‘whichathe home is.. located, reading materials

e . . -

fQund=in the home, educational level of both the head of the household and of -

'\*\; ‘the mother; the person. in charge of the preschool Chlld during the day,vthosewp

— .
S e, *
: meals that the preschool child eats with the family, and the frequency of

visits by the child to various places of 1nterest. 2\&\;J

H

.

.~
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e . . . . oo .‘1}.
R . “ N [4\\&

.

The 1nstrument was constructed to survey those charagterlstlcs of the

target population which were deemed of 1mportance\1n the development of the>
.y\
. : #*
educational program. Since only specific ggggtlons were ralsed the 1tems on
.. _‘i'

the 1nstrument prov1de a valid meq\anasﬁ?for obtalnlng the answers.

S It should also_be_ inted out that several of "th& items are constructed
&\ .
." N W . 5 *" -
1n a format parallel"o items found on other survey 1nstruments for which

AT f >~ .
data are\avallable. For example, six 1tems also appeared on the U. S. Census’

T o

que§tionnaife of 1970.' Similarly. three 1tems appeared in a survey conducted

S P

~

“v 1n two sites in Appalachla in 1968 (Hooper and Marshall, 1968) .

°Television Survey. One set of characterlstlcs selected for intensive

)4
study was telev1slon ownershlp and viewing habits of parents and thelr chlldren.

. , The 1nstrument used to gather data on telev1slon ownershlp and v1ew1ng char-

N acterlstlcs of the sample was a 62—part questlonnalre designed by AEL.

Part of the questlonnaire was 'answered d1rectly by the home v1s1tor who

4
viewed #he television set whlle in operatlon, and part was based on the

°responses of the parent to questlons asked by the home v1s1tor. Onh the ,average, ,

- the 1nstrument took about 25 mlnutes to administer in each home where 1t was
T o ] i .
- . : e’-‘» ' : o

LA ' g:Lven.
: . ¢ B ‘ . N ." v

-Due to the aLralghtforward and objectlve nature, of the guestions askéd%r

K

data on rellablllty of thls 1nstrument¢were not gathered Where subjective

judgments were made by the parent on the quallty of teleV1slon reception, a
o & ..
check was made with more objective ratlngs based on three photographs of

AL
o

,telev1slon receptlon of varylng quallty

Chlld Competency Expectatlons. Durlng the 1n1t1al phase of the study a

/ pr1mary competency llSt was developed ‘and subm1tted o a group of child .

o .
R - 1

development scholars. subsegusnf_analvsis,nf the reactions resulted in the

- " development of ‘a competency rating instrument. - This instrument was then
3 ) e .:‘ -
- : o, = -
Q . : ' - i l) " - >

“ . . v . - g
ERIC ' ' N T ’
. . b R “x el . .
A v 7o providea by eric - C . . : : i o o
“ < . N U . . .
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resubmitted to a National Panel and an Appalachian ranel of Child Develdpment

scholars.

-

While the National and Appalachian Panels of Child Development Scholars
were asked to respond to a child competencies questionnaire in terms_of the

directional suppOrtiveness'of the empirical evidence for the child competencies,

it was obvious that parents could not be aware of the research or other formal

empirical evidence. ConseQuently,.the.competency rating instrument was used

Y

as a basis for a questionnaire to be used by the parents. Instead of responding
to the empirical eVidence, parents were asked to respond in terms of their -

expectations ‘for their child to be able to do the competenCies\by the time

-

he/she entered the first grade. .

The parents were instructed to rate the items on the instrument according
to a four category response mcde. E

-* v
4

1 - Yes {the cnild should be able to do the competency)

2 = No (the childrshould not be able to do the competency)

3 - I am not sure (the child should be able to do the competency)
4 -1 don“t unders tand (ei+her the competency or the example) S

U. S. Census Bureau Study. The staff of«AEL.expended considerable effort

in trying to locate information about the opulation of preschool parents,
‘either in the seven or thirteen—state Appalachian Region. - Most data available
from the\Appalachian Regional COmmlSSlOn were based on U. §. Census data already'.

proCessed in a manner . such that adult members of families could not be associ-
8-
" ated with their presdhool children. In addition, some sampling areas did not

correspond to counties included in the Appalachian Region.
2 'The‘only recourse appeared to be a re- analysis and compilation of the

&7

_basic 1970 U. S. Census tapes for each of ‘the 397 counties in the Region. - The
first step was to screen the 67 items on th§¢}970 census questionnaire (1970

* Census Users' Guide, 1970, pp..12 20) for questions which mlght possibly have

P

RS .




&

1l

o

implications for educational planning. Five main areas of interest emerged.

They were (1) educaticnal characteristics of the parents and their children, .

(2) occupational and income characteristics of the families, (3) availability

>

of telephone’ and television, (4) housing characteristics,'and (5) a general

category which included other demographic items .such as race, seX, and mobility

of the population. Twenty-two variables were selected as most important to the
~ study. The'"instrument“ for the study became a set of "dummy tables" which

were given to the U. ST Census Bureau. The actual data for these tables were

. provided according to the total Appalachian Region and for the Appalachian

sectlon of each of the 13 states included in the Region. Similar data were
4 <
obtalned on mlcroflche for each of the 397 counties in the Reglon.

: Limitations | ' e N

bie llmltatlon cf the parent‘materlals survey results from’ the

.. o

The survey. technlque used was ‘concerned w1th

of readlng

A poss1
nature of the 1nstrument used.

‘the functlonal readlng level of parents rather than a measured level

- ‘*4

the ‘content valldlty of thlS lnstrument is of .con-

3

' attainment. therefore,

effectiveness of

3

s1derable 1mportance in making extrapolatlons to the overall

<

.

Another poss1ble llmltatlon ex1sts

-
o

various readlng levels of parent mater1als.~

with respect to the television survey. The geographlc and topographlc features

>
-

of the local S1tes, rnsofar as these affect qual:ty of telev1s10n receptlon,,,k

."\

5 may‘have differed fromqpther non?urban areas .of the” Reglon. In fact, qual%ty

° o -
N . -

the.mountain on which a

Lo * . . . .
of reception can differ depending on the side of

family's home- is located. S . S

Data Analys1s Technlques

~

als survey

o

The primary data'analels technlque ‘used for the parent materl

) _ was a_x2 comparison of each possible;combinatiqn of two cells with the three by'

kY




-
)

two matrix of reading levels and presentation styles. That is, each of the six
cells was compared with the remaining.five cells by means of a Xz analysis of
complete and incomplete responses. - These xz comparisons were made for total
completion of the actiVity. This analysis was carried out for the total sample
of 699 parents for each activity. Additionally, a X 'was performed_on the total
of all three activities for each cell on the total "sample. Each of these Xz
routines includes a.correction factor for-unequal n's acrossICells. |

In addition to the X analysis of primary data, the completion rate of the

activities was partitioned first according to the level of educational attain-
ment of the mothers, and second, according;to the category of occupation in

A., ] . .~ « "
which the head of household was engaged. N ‘

T

For the other studies which were deSigned as surveys, the most appropriate

data analySis techniques were descriptive, i. e., a single tabulation of

. .
I ]

responses to each of the guestions and a calculatJon of percentages of each

response category. For these surveys, no inferential statistics were utilized.
N B ¢ A . ‘r
"

. LI
Results of ‘the Studies

A summary of the results of the five different studies is presented below

<

in the same order in which.the.studiﬁs have been presented previously.

~

5

Study of Parent Materials |

The differences in parents ability to complete the learning acthltlLS

L o .
——

according to the reading leVel and- type of illustration of the materials is

presenteo in Tables 2 3, 4, and 5. Selected results are presented in graphfc

form in Figure 1 for each activbig, while the results for the total of all |
- three activities;are*presented in Figure 2.

éeveral trends emerge from both Tables 2 through 6 and Figures 1 and 2.

. First, it is apparent that even at,the secpnd,grade reading level, approXimately

3

*n

ot
0

3

-

i
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w , gable 2

partial and Complete Number and Percent Responses Eb
' wgear" Activity (Total Sample by Cells)

= ¥gp* 5D op | sr 7| 51 21 Total .
\ 96 89 g0 | 73 |' 74 | T 482 ||
complete  |'gs.1 | 76.7 | 70.2 | 62.9 | 67-3 72.2 | 69.7 [
_ r | T 1, . AN
Partial 43 27 | 34 43 36 27 210
. Activity Incomplete 30.9 | 23.3 29.8 37.1 32.7 27.8 | 30.3
T -+ . . |Total n 139 116 |. 114 116 110 97 692 ,
_ : 96 gg | = 78 74 | 72 69 477
Complete 6.6 1:75.9 | 68.4 | 63.8 65.5 | 72.6- | 89.2
Jra1 T o 42 | 28 36 |. 42 |+ 38 26 212 |
. Vactivity ~ |mmeomelete ) 30.4 - 24'1 | 31.6 | 36.2 | 345 | 27-% 30.8
. " : . . ' . ' v' - ‘ "
' Total n | 138 116 | 114 116 { 110 | 95-| "682
. . - . . " A . H

+gp is the eighth grade reading level materials with decorative®illustrations, etc.

) 5 . . A

o

. - ‘ T ‘ " Table 3
. - Number and Percent Responses to "StoryﬁrActivityy _ . .
. S ) A (Total Sample by Cells) - B : . : o
e .. s |8 | 5D 2D er | 5I- 21 |Total
: 92 | 79 99| 17 70 | 75 | 492
complete | 7.2 | 68.1 | 86.8 | 66-4 . 63.6 | 78.1 | 71.4

45 37 15 - 39. s |21 | 107

Full A -
A _'Activity Incomplete 32.8 | .31.9 {13,2 33.6 36.4 21.9 28.5
Total n ¢ | 137 116 114 | 116 | 110 96 689
. IR . q




. partial and Complete Numbexr
npuzzle" '‘Activity (Tota

Table 4

and Percent Responses to
1 Sample by Cells)

14

8D 5D 2D 81 51 21  |Total
complete 110 108 97 94 90 g1 | 580
omp 79.1 | 93.1r | &s.1 | 81.0 g82.6 | 84.4 | 84.1
partial - £rcomplete 29 8 17 |, 22 -19 15 110
Activity ncompleEe: 1 20.9 6.9 14.9 19.0 | 17.4 15.6 15.9
- Total n 139 | 11e 114 116 109 96 690
2 " « » . )
. 111 106 |. 92 89 89 76 563
CompLets 80.4 | 93.0 |-82.9 | 78.1 |} 81.7 2.6 | 83.0.
. . ‘
Full = lete ~o27 .8 19 |- °25 20 16 115
Activity neomp2e 19.6 3.0 171 | 219 8.3 7174 17.0 .
' F“ -, B . ’ N -2 " X
Total n 138 |> 114 111 114 |- 109 92 - | 678
o .
' 'I"ablel 5
Sum of Complete and Incomplete Responses to a1l Three Full Activities
k,ﬁesponses i 8D 5D - 2D - 81 51 21
» - 8 ; < B o ‘.
~ ‘ n 299 293 1 269 | 7240 231 220
complete . % 72.4 78.9 79.4 69.4 | 70.2 77.7
1~ ) - e .
N , ) s E . .
) n 114 - 73 70 206 '} 98 63
Intomplete % 27.6 21.1 | 20.6 | 30.6 | 29.B 22.3

E
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~ one-fourth of all responses made by the parents were incorrect. Although
. difficulty in role playing by the parent may have accounted for some of these

failures, on the "story" activity where no role playing was required, approxi=

°

mately 20 percent of the parents stlll were unable to complete the act1v1ty

even at the second grade reading level. This finding argues for detalled

-

explanations of the activities by the home Vlsltors as the materials,are-pre—
sented to the parent}since many of the parentsuwill not understand the printed
materials even if written at a second grade reading level. Further evidence

for the possible confounding effect of role playingvcan'be found in Table 6.°

&

In those comparisons which were statlstically Significant, the story act1v1ty

occurred in eight comparisons, the bear activ1ty in three comparisons, and
. 1)
= . ~the puzzle act1v1ty in five comparisons. Thus," tHe three activities weke not

equivalent in their abillty to discrimlnate between reading levels or illustra-

. - c_.

tive styles.. This may have been caused by the difficulties ex perﬂenced by

o

parents in‘role playing in the bear and puzzle- activities. - . _f. ' -

— . Table 7 summariées the Significant X comparisons for each pair of cells

3

on'abtotal of the three aQtivitiese From Table 7 the following relatlonships'~

DS _— P

can be seen: Cells 2D,,21} 5D > Sl, 81 8D. From the above figures, 51milar

_.trends arehapparent for a summation of all three act1v1t1es as could be seen
i-for each of the 1nd1v1dual act1v1ties. At the fifth grade reading level, the'“

decorative illustratlons produced a higher number of correct responses than

did the instructional 1llustrations. At the eighth”and~second grade reading

' levels the differences were not statlstlcally 51gn1f1cant. It.is'possible_,

that the instructional illustrations detracted from the parents ability to

understand the~written content of each activity. Thiscfinding has further

~

implications for future planning of‘parent'materials, Such materials should
v , . ) , D

e 'include.only_decorative'illustrationS»to_add Hpterest, and»explanations of

~

] ) t.
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'I‘able 6 "
_ surmary of S:Lgnlf:.cant (.10 or Less) xz Comparison’s o . .
s ' Between Parent Materlals Cellv
) Néxne of Activitiy_' : » . | . - Direct:.on of D:Lfference .
complete fuzzle S - _ : B | SpD > 8D )
Complete oPuzzle- ‘ L - : sp > 2D -
Complete Puzzle : | ‘ o o . 5D > 8I | ]
Completé puzzle v ' | .. ' . sD > vsii |
Complete Puzzle ° o ' - L - 5D > 21
Complete Story . - 'g - 2D > ‘aan E
~ Complete Story SURTE o . .“ r ?D > 5D 7 ) e
RS 'Completé Story . R , : 2D.> 8I "
Completé story - " © o o . 2p>sI ) . .. SR .
Complet';e‘sto.ryl . ‘ o " - | . _ 21'3 8D~ .. ,
A _ ‘;Com;lete Story _.: - : _. ] S ) S 21 > 5D - | o ‘. ,‘ e o
a.Com\i:lete Stqu : I .. , 2 21> 8T S ‘
Compléte Story . o _ e | - 21 > S‘I b :
v Comélete:Beax: ' :
" ACom\'ple‘t;e ;e.a'.r,

Complete Bear

RA
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. Table 7 ' .
Slgnlflcant (.10 or Less) X Comparlsons Between Cells )

: _on Total of Three Activities .« oo 3 oo
Direction of ' : . R A
piffetrences > ) ' Description ‘

: - :
ZD > 51 o Decorative 2nd Grade better than Instrpctional 5th Grade -
. . .- | o . - A . . . .
2D > 8I S " Decorative 2nd Grade better than Instructional 8th Grad@
. ’ - » . \‘\
. 2D > 8D Decoratlve 2nd Grade better than Decoratlve 8th Grade
r '-‘ 4
- 2I'3‘5I T Instructlonal 2nd Grade better- than Instru ctlonal 5th Grade -~ *®
- ) . ' P * £ ~
" : 2I > 81 o, Instructlonal 2nd Grade better than Instructlonal ‘8th Grade
2I > 8D . Instructlonal 2nd Grade better -than Decoratlve ath Grade
5D >'5I‘g ' Decoratlve 5th Grade better than Instructlonal 5th Grade
d 'sp > 8I o Decoratlve 5th Grade better than‘Instructlenal 8th Grade
5D > 8D . - Decorative 5th Grade better than Decoratlve 8th Grade. o
’; SRR . | o S o o
' a
. -~ 1y - - ®
. . . -
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the acthltleS should be left to’ the heme v1s1tor when the materials are pre-

~

¢ Pl

sented t0»the‘parent, Apparently, not enough is.yet understood by those

v RN .
- L AN ) ¢
. B .

producing instructional materials to support the distinction between decorative -

B . .
. ¢ . . o

. v
and instructional 1llustrations. R _ S R

e = . . -
.

arents generally performed activities more successfully

o

. . As was expected,
- ' ? \
- ‘whert those acthltleS Were described at a lower level of reading difficulty.;

Lower levels of reading difficulty consistently produced srgnaficantly higugr .

° o numbers of activ1ty completion than did higher levels both w1thin and. between L

N .
-

1.
illustrative styles. As was mentioned above, hQWever, approx1matrly Qne-fourth

e L. ”

© N ’

of the parents were unable to Complete these acL1v1ties presented at even the

» - o

second grade roading level; This f%nding at. least raises the post_'ility tth

~ s
. . “ » -

N - a significanx percentage of the families in AEL's target population dare
i functionally illiterate or that the instrument was not a valid'measure of A
N .- 3 N Py . . A}

iy o
N X a .. v N . ) ) .
s

reading-comprehension, ‘ ’ E L
v . N .
T 0 ' ! . . . -

>~ . *  other analyses indicated that the mother was reéported- to bg head of heuse- . -~

L\
2
=

" hold in 12.6 percent of the sample families and the“correlation (r) between” - A

-
-t 4
-r‘ ’ -
. n ) . »
. “s

educational levels of mothers and heads ‘of househgld was/O 52 (N =697, p <, OA,.

i ‘W
5. s

The mother's ability to complete the activities. was most certainly related o

la
,

theiY levels of educational obtalnment The mothers w1th°high school and

v

college training completed almost twice as many activ1tie

§ as did the mothers

0 with six years.or less elementary school (80% - 89% versus.429-% 44s) 'This * - -
finding may serve as an 1ndirect validation of the measured procedure,since ohe
[ .\

Ll

would expect reading ability to be correlated'w1th educational attainment. The

" s

¢ ‘ ‘measurement procedure 'did not dlscriminate among high school giaduate ed gg

u . N PR

v cational levels and beyond Parents who were at least high school graduates com-

L3

o ‘ R \ . -
s, pleted about 80% of the actiVities, and parents w1th additional education had
.'- . \ . 5 T . &

?

very similar completion rates.

- . -

L . - .

BN A v Provided by ric |8
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“The dlfferences-ln parents' ablll\y to complete activities,Were not as

. . S~ P ¢

pronounced when analyzed accordlng to occupatlonal class1f1catlons, but the '

-

. response rate was related to the amount of educatlon generally requlred for
ﬁ\\the‘occupation.. The hlghest rate of completion was in famllxes 1n whlcﬁ heads o
N of household were managers and administr2§ors (86.0%) and the lowest completlon

- rates were with the 27 families in which the head of household was a farmer or,
. . ) $ ™ L .. X B s
' farm manager ‘(64.2%), and the six families in which. the heads of household

. " . - . . R - . . ™~ X » . : %
’ were farm 1aborers or foremen (22.2%). The completion r£€€ was related to the

& . . . -

~occupatlonal class1f1catlon, but not as dramatically as was the educational

o

'”attainment of the mothers;

v, - [y . . - b

Demographlc Survey o ' C e

B <
~ e =g

. 8 . ey, 0 “
’ . e 3
3 . - M RN

There were 236 three year old children, 264 four year old“éhildren, and 343

five year old ¢hildrén in the sample 699 famllles Over one—half (54 8%) of

>

the famllles have only one or two chlldren at home and over three—fourths_(%5!4%)

" of the families had three or less children at home. Over three- fourths (77 4%)
t‘
v ‘ f‘j - . %
’of the families lived ln areas of less than 2500 populatlon.
)
- As reported previously, the mother was onsldered to be head of household

.

for 12.6% of the sample famllles. In comparlson, the mother was cons1dered to . '

be.head of household ‘in 7 3% of the 13 state populatlon of the U. S. Census

Bureau study About three—fourths of the- mothers (73 l%) were not’ employed
outs1de the home, although 35% of the mothers in the Alabama sample worked . e

<«

full time outside the home . ) he occupational and educational characterlstlcs

. of the home will not be elaborated upon in thls sectlon s1nce the U S..Census & °

°f

Bureaufdata given later are consldered much more deflnltlve than these locaf
site data. , : e " -
. : . - . _‘ . T- . ) »
. About three fourths of the families have newspapers, magazln a
i X

dlctlonary, -and llbrary books in- the1r hones on a regular bas1s. However,

<

= K . N -
bl . .

. -
. (}\'

IE

¢
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less than one-half’ of the families had an encyclopedia in their homes. In -

comparison With the-l968 Hooper-Marshall data, there were fewer newspapers,

. nt

but more jpagazines, gictionaries, encyclopedias, and library books in the

" home.

- One guestion'on the survey was "During,the day who is in charge of, the

,preschool children if they are in the home?" ‘The mother was reported to ke

7

in. charge in 79 7% of the cases, and. the grandmother in 8.9% of the families.»

The father was reported to be in charge in only 2. l% of the families. There— e
—

fore, a home-visitor'might expect to find either the mother or grandmother

i
-

in charge.of fhe preschool child in almost 90% of the instances,
over. 60% of the preschoolers eat breakfast with thegfamily, about 40%

eat lunch, and almost,all the preschoolers (97%) eat dinner with the family.

< ' <

-
Puring the six years between the 1968 Hooper-Marshall study and the 1974 AEL

v

.study, there appears to have been little change in, the frequenCy of ViSits to

the Z00, museum and art gallery, fire station, railroad station, and - the air-,

)
2

,-'port. However, there was a substantial increase in the frequency of Visits
o v

to an athletic event._ More than twice e many familjies VJSit the library now

as in 1968. The fact that 86% of the children have not visited a museum or
N . . e

art gallery and more than 50% have not been in a library or zoo has implications
for home-based preschool education programs.
The. education level of the mother and of, the head of household are only .

‘ slightly correlated With community size (.05 and 08, respectively) Program

¢
- ‘,

developers and/or evaluators of program materials should therefore notice that
. .Appalachia contains about the same ratio of parents With lower and higher

Lo IS

»«  education levels. Apparcntly,highly educated as well as less educated parents

1""

sented later would also tend to support thiskclaim.

are found in all sizes of communities. The U. %. Census Bureau analysis pre- —
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Television Ownership and Viewing‘habits g o ’ T

The availability of television within each state surveyéd»and a composite

‘ &

for the total Region dre given in .Table 8. As can be seen from that ‘table,

»

an average of over 95% of the families surveyed had at least one teleViSion
'set, and of those, approx1mately 46% had at least one color teleViSion set.

The average percentage of families owning a teleViSion set ranged from a low

°

of 91% in Pennsylvania and Virginia to a high of 100% ‘in the Kentucky site.
Virginia also showed the lowest percentage of families owning color teleVision

sets with a figure of 29.6% while Ohio showed the highest pe centage of owner—.

s

ship of "color television sets with 60.3% of the families ownipg at least. one

color television. Tt N : o P
o, X . Qa". c
Overall, these figures indicate that a very h1gh percentage of the. fami—

g . w . . ~

ligs surveyed do own a teleViSion set, and that a surpﬁy51n§ly high percentage .

L4

o these families own a color teélevision. It s interesting to hote that the

95. 7% of ownership of at least one ‘set for the total sample is somewhat greater
,;Q_"fkf’"\»
than the earlier figure of 93.3% obtained by AEL (Stepp, l973) and approx1mates

-

the national ownérship percentage of 96i6% reported by "A. €. Nielsen {(1974) .

U. S. 'Bureau of the Census data indicates that the percent television ownership
by the total HOPE population is 96.7%.

‘.

Of those families who owned teleVision, almost two—thirds had sets in the

'20"-25"_range, with 14% reporting one or more sets 12"'or less and 3% owning

sets 26" or more in diagonal measurement (Percentage figures in Table 8 for

'

this variable do not total lOO‘because of multiple set ownerShip in the sample )

[~

E Table 8 also indicates the percentage of families surveyed who had" at

least one set attached to a cable television system . These figures showed .con-

e

siderable variance across the sites in the seven stateS} due in»part to_the

different natures of the target population in each of the programs. Overall,

I

L

-
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32.6% of the families had at least one-television set connected to the cable.

Individual sites ranged from a low of approx1mately 14% in Tennessee to a high

of approx1mately 86% in Kentucky. The.figure for Kentucky is probably atypical

of the Region, in that the sites in Kentucky coincide almost exactly with an’

«

area of relatively high saturation of cable use. Figures from 1972 show that

*

only 9.6% of all U. s. TV households had cable connections (TeleVision Digest,

1972), although since non-urban areas are often “fringe reception areas," there

o

may be a greater . need there for cable faCilities, as is suggested by the some-
what higher figure found in this sample. |
According to Table 8, only about 0.7% of all those families surveyed had ,
a teleViSion set which was not functioning at the time of the interView.
Tennessee had the highest percentage of Sets which were not’ functioning with

. 2 3%, while five states had no incidences of sets reported which were not
) SN

functioning at the time of the interview. oOverall, most families had no

'difficulty with non—functional television sets at the time of the survey.
) <

The question on the teleVision survey which dealt Wlth the UHF capability

~

of the sets owned by the sample- ShOWS a great'deal of variance in mean

_responses across the seven states. This may well be due to a misunderstanding

“of.the question by either the examiners or the families ‘within the survey sites.
The question asked simply "Does this teleVision set have UHF capability°" It
seems likely that either the parents or the paraprofessionals misunderstood the
-~ content of this .item in some cases and interpreted it as meaning "Does your

.television set currently receive any UHF channels?“ Since most teleVislon sets
o
sold Within the past several years “"do .have UHF capability, it seems 1likély that

f;;the actual average percentage figure for the Region is somewhat higher than

i that presented in Table 8.

Of those . families who did not own at least one television set, approxi—!

mately 43% were able to use’ the television'of the neighbor.: Again, this:

Bl
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figure showed . considerable variance'from site to site in each of the states,
with Tennessee showing 80% able to use a neighbor's televisiontset and ‘
Virginia showing no one being able to useTa neighbor's television set. : This
may well be due to the different types of geographical locations of the

various samples. overall, approx1mately 97% of the families who were surveyed

-either have a television set or have access to one in a neighbor s home.

Table 9 indicates the reception,characteristics of the sample.for each

state and the total Region. These questions were asked only of families who

4did not. have at least one set connected to a commercial cable system., Those

-

questions which dealt with the reception characteristics ‘asked for a judged

~overall reception quality from the parent and a rated reception quality by

the home VlSltor as, she observed the teleVision set functioning. .In this case,

.-

the home visitor matched the quality of reception on the screen with a template

on the questionnaire which showed three photographs o‘F actual telev1s10n screens

7

With different qualities of reception. The correlation coefficient between

the judged and rated reception quality was quite high, with an r (triserial) of

- W17 for,the total sample. For the total sample, an average of 3 6% of the

parents responded they had poor overall recethon, and an average of 3.4% of

-
A 1

the telev1sion screens was judged by the home ViSitors to have poor reception-

quality. The greatest number of families With poor reception quality occurred

in Kentucky,;and the lowest number of those with poor reception occurred in
Ohio. i -

Of" the familiesvin the sample,‘45.8% said that overall they judged that
they had excellent reception, and 45 7% of ‘the television sets viewed by the
home visitors were judged to have excellent reception.. The highest percentage
of excellent reception occurred in Ohio and Tennessee, with‘the lowest per—

. Sl

centage of excellent reception in Kentucky. Again, these. differences may well‘

be due to the difference in terrain between these states, with Ohio haVing the

-

90

&
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'previously, interpretati?n of these data is madeuwith the recognition that

28

-~
2

flattest~tef%ain‘and Kentucky having the most mountainous.vas alluded to . -

geographical and'topographical factors influence reception and were not

accounted for in the study design.

In general, then, approximately 96% of all the families who own television

sets and who are not on the cable.have excellent or good reception from their -

v
-

<

antenna system It is probably unwise, however, to infer from these data

v 5

that the guality of. reception is the same for the non-urban Appalachian Region, -
although'the_sample sites, proved to be quite similar to ‘the Region on other
population parameters (e.g,,reducation).a The»representativeness:on selected™
demographic parameters dpoes not guarantee_similarity of terrain which may
affect mv}signal'reception at individual field study‘sites. - |

It should be noted that the highest percentagé of families utilizing
commercial cable systems occurred in Kentucky, the site with the poorest
reception quality using standard teleVision antenna systems. Thus,'poor re-
ception seems to lead to the installation 'of cable where it is possible.

The data concerning qmality of reception were also analyzed ‘according to.

the affiliation of the stations received by the sample. There were "318 inci—.

t o
'

dences of families receiVing ABC stations, 408 receiving NBC stations, 397

receiving CBS stations, and 227 inc1dences of rece1v1ng PBS affiliated stations.

In'general, there was little difference in the quality of reception among . the

networks. NBC had the largest percentage of excellent”ratings (50.5%) and ABC ) ¢
had the lowest percentage (4l 8%) L N ” o'» - N i |

s

These~figures are further amplifieﬁ by information received from e_

A. C Nielsen Company. Most counties had at least ‘four stations available

through regular and UHF broadcast stations. Generally, the counties in which

By . M

the sites ‘'were located had representation from all three ‘commercial networks

and public-broadcasting stationsf.
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View1ng Characteristics of Sample
o L . K
The percentage figures for each response category on those questions

dealing with the Viewing habits of the field study sample are presented in

"pable 10.. Percentage figures are g1ven for each state and for the total of

all states. L. o

[y
~

On the question dealing with the hours per day which -a child watches
teleViSion, most children were found to watch from two to three hours a day
(37%), and four to five hours per day (34%).. ApproXimately 5% of the children

watched eight tO»nine hours ‘per. day, and 11l% of the children watched one- hour

IS

or less per day. There was cons1derable variance across s1tes in the per-

centages of families who reported that their.children watched zero to one

hour per day w1th Alabama reporting only 6% of the children watching one hour

-

or'less, while in Virginia 25% of the families reported that their children
watched an hour or less per day.

The greatest percentage of children watched teleViSion ‘in the early

.

morning, from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m., and the smallest percentage of children T

Id

watched in the early afternoon from noon to 2:00 p.m. The period from 5: 00

to 7:00 p.m. showed the second highest percentage of children watbhing. Again,

. . N ’ : - ¢ : ¥ B
there was considerable variance across sites for each of these categories. .

This;may.have been caused by theldifferent times of day when the children's
v N : .

favorite programs were belng presented.

Surpris1ngly, some of the time periods in: which the child had most con- .

!
trol of the: telev1slon set were those in which the least v1ew1ng took place.

For éxample,'although 34% of the "parents reported that the children had control

of their telev1s1on sets in-the late morning (10:00 - noon), only 6% of the
\' »‘

children watched during this time period, .most likely because’ few children's

’telev1slon programs are available during that time slot Similarly, 43% of

the parents reported, that their children had control over the'television in
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. the early evening and only 24% of the parents responded that"their-children
‘) . ‘ +

‘watched teleVision most frequently during that time.‘

overall, children had -

least contrdl over the television sets during the early afternoon (noon -

.

. 3
2:00 p.m.) .

operas and other programming during this time.

This may well be due to the mothers“ habits of watching soap

*

Generally, children had most
control over the television:sets during the early morning hours of the ‘day.

“As in other areas, there is considerable variance across states in the

L

-responses of.parents to this area of the questionnaire,'and'little-relation- k

'ship was found between the time when children's television progfams are

o

available and the time when the children were reported to have cqntrol of

the teleViSion sets.

p s "
a .

_— Table ll is a summary of the results of miscellaneous questions asked by

e : .

*the AEL research department. Although theseﬂquesfiogs were not speCifically

requested by NIE, they were considered important by the AEL staff since they

-~ G -
extend preVious studies completed by the staff ' :

)

The first question dealt w1th the children s favorite teleVision programs,

. as judged by the parents. Overall parents felt that the children liked,

= 5 .

Captain Kangaroo best, followed by Sesame Street, and other programming. This

" "js of some interest when compared Wlth the results of an earlier study (Bertram -

and MacDonald, l97l) which placed Captain Kangaroo below Sesawe Street in

: - -~
< . . E .

ranked popularity with children -and parents. ’ . o ' .

Overall 95% of the families reported a radio in the home, and 78% of

“

these had an FM radio in the home.

Parents in.each of the states agreed on

Q'_ their choice of favorite radio programming, whic

h was pop and country mus1c. &

The final questions asked on the surve

y dealt with the presence of tele-

’

phones in the home.

5
.

Surprisingly, only 70.5% of  the parents reported that

they had a telephone in their.h ome, with state figures® ranging from 52% of the

7
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telephone, 90% were able to use a telephone in a nelghnor s house.

indicated a pos1t1ve set toward the partlcular item in the

N

. families reporting ownership .of a.telephone in the Alabama* site tc 81%

possessing a telephone in Ohlo. Approximately'ZS% moretof the familiesﬂown

a telev1s1on,set than own a telephonéj which *s an, 1nd1catlon of the 1mportance

of telev151on in Appalachlan famlly llfe. Overall, of those who did not have, a.

Thus, only .

about 2% of the families are totally w1thout telephones or w1thout the use of

a telephone 1n the nelghbor s home. .. . . o s
. * ! . . 'o
site coordlnators and other persons famlllar with Appalachlan ‘families

have suggested ‘at least three Teasons why more famllles possess telev1slon
sets than telephone service. First, TV represents a llnk with the world out-

-

s1de the mountalns whxch 1s not easlly'achleved through travel or readlng.

Secondly, although a Tv set represents a large initial 1nvestment,

- 3 . -

flnanc1al outlay is requlred to malptaln -the receptlon than w1th‘te1ephone &

‘less .

serv1ce. Finally, although +the rura] houses have been supplled w1th electr1c1ty,

placement of additional telephone lines over the rugged,*sparsely Settled

w a

terrain is very costly._

Parents Expectatlons of Chlld Competenc1es

Slnce thlS "study has been superseded by varlous other

studies completed

by AEL, only a brlef~summary of results is presented._ all "yes" responSEs.

L

survey, and the "no"

.

"I am not sure" responses probably lndlcated a negative

or set.towards the

v .~ -

ltem. Very few parents responded "I don't. understand" or left items unanswered.

2

over 86% of the parents felt that the1r child shoq;d be able to possess

class1f1catlon competenc1es, and over two—thlrds of the parents felt that the1r

Chlld should be able to attain. ablllty to d1scr1m1nate competency.

:

sof the parents felt ‘their child should be able

competenclcs, and over 88% of the parents expressed a positlve set towards the

?

.Q . .
3 . ' S

-39

Almost-85%

to possess the communlcatlon )

11 2

*
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coordlnatlon competenc1es. Over 79%¢of the parents suryeyed felt that thelr o ®

.. . . ) Fa%
. . -Chlld should possess the hablts and attltudes competenc1es, and over 80% of

them felt that thelr chlld shéuld be able“to possess.the soc1al relatlonshlps *\

' competencies. ; I N B R ._ - e ’ -
, . ‘ G: . \
U. S. Census Bureau Studygv", CL, ’_t o ;“ S - B ghai‘,f! -
. N . . e, PO - o e
i s - Accordlng to the U. S. Census Bureau ‘analysis, there were Q,132,175'pre—_1 ' >
’ school famllles in the 3§7 countles of non-urbar Appalachla 1Q 1570._ In the : 77.,i.,
‘ ,H ' , ' following discussion, all familles have a "household head" by deflnltlon.\ . .._
. L ° - ’ : -
i . The household head may be a father, mother, or. some other person SO des1gnated ' *?'

4 N < I

ce ‘by the Census'enumerator. *Mother", is the female in *he famlly unlt who acts,@
Tt =] . .

. ‘”as the motherlng Qne, and the mother may be inckuded as. the head ‘of house— T,

_-h' hold by the Censys Bureau. 1f there is not an adult male actlng in that.role,
. 2 -
. . " The median years of“schoolmcompleted by both the household heads and

. ES < .

s mdthers was 12.2. In other words, the average educatlonal level was sllghtly L

'beyond high school graduation. ‘More than three—fourths of the household heads

had at least some high schOol and 4.2% had less than a flfth grade educatlon..

Only 1. 4% of the mothers had 1ess than a flfth grade educatlon, End an

® -~

.
»

additional- 2. 5% had not attendea beyond the Slxth grade. . These 42, l7l

mothers (3.9% of the, total) might requlre oral as opposed to written in--
jlstxuctlons if- they arevrespons1ble for preschool educatlon in thelr homes .
.

) 'Ho;ever, accordlng to the Census %greau data, at least 96.1% of the mothers
o v coald use wrltten materlals with little’ dlffmculty. o

In the demographlc study reported prev1ously, 20.6% of the 6j8ﬁmothers
in the sample were found to.be unable tousuccessfully complete actiVltles
e wrltten at a'second grade reading level (Shively, Bertram- and Hlnes, l975. .ii;

i . lﬁ). Accordlng to the Census Bureau, 14.6% of“the mothers had not completed

eight grades oﬁ school, so the conclus1ons bf the prev1ous AEL study mlght

bear further investigatlon.~




e

' . W' ' ] Ed

. The degree to wh1ch thée educatlonal needs of young chlldren aré currently .
s el “ " /
belng met was detefmrned by. a second analys1s. Inc1dentally, these data

aQ

Would have changed more 81nce‘they were’ coriected An 1970 than any ¢ther. data-

*

]
in thls study, since ,several. of the*states have launched or accelerated ex-

. . . . .
. . . : . P . s »

tens1ve klnd?rgarten programs; ,7\ o ) g %.. T
Of the 837 890 three, four, and flve year old chlldren, only 134, 827 pf :g.
a 4’ / P . .
l6 1% had;been enrolled in, some//ype of program., Most of these (78 6%) had

' -’

attended klndergarten/ang/fﬁe remalnder (zl 4%) had been enrolled in a, e
Y

’ nursery school ,S’hce there were 293 329 five year olds in’ the populatlon, S
™ 2 ’
only about one*thlrd (36.1%) of the, avallable chlldren had attended klnderk K

garten% The number of three and four year d“ds attendlng some type of

formal educatlon was 28, 894, or 5. 3% of the avallable chlldren.

o

The chlldren of professional level and hlgher income heads of house="*" o -

hold'tended to have a much bettér chanee of having.attended-klndergarten or’

o '\c‘.-\\

nursery school. The range in percentage enrollmént was from 28.9% for-pro;. ’

) / . Vi ' ‘ ’ . U. f
fessional workers to 9.2% for farm\laborers and farm foremen. ﬁess than
o % .. . . \
lo% of the chlldren of household heads: w1th salarles of .less than $4. 000 per

year attended klndergarten or nursery school, contrésted with, a.38:3% attendance

2 W
) ‘ N

rate’ for the . chlldren of those who made $25 000 or more per year. Also, the

¢ . . .

“children- of more hlghly educated parents attended preschool programs more\M-;ﬂ/’//_
frequently, and the children of household heads "who were 26 years of age or

. ’

older had a better chance of hav1ng attended. There was llttle dlfference in

2 s e 5! s B - - [
at

preschool attendance acdordlnb to whether the head of household was black or
- ~+ . e’ A
white, but chlldren llVlng in urban areas were. more often found\%n nursery

.e..~-
. . o
i et

schools or klndergartens.° Analys1s ‘indicated that 23.7% of the chlldren in S

‘.places of lO OOO - 49, 999 attended nursery scheool or klndergarten, contrasted

<

‘with 20. 0% 1n places of 2,500 -9 999, and only 13 4% in places of less than

2,500 populatlon. ";V R o -

Y o : . : . . . i
. - ‘ ow . . . P
. : B : h“ R .
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"In- summary, the data presented in Table 12 indicate that a large majority
oﬁ three, four, and five year old Appalachian non—urban children were not re-

I

ce1v1ng any formal training., In l970 there weré more than 700,000 children

-~ -t %

, at this very formative age who did. not part1c1pate in any educational program.

The planners of home—based educational programs should be concerned with
L
" the relative numbers of mothers and/or household heads who are employed out-

side tHe home. Of those 275, 4l4 mothers who were employed 43,3% worked at

. . . ; . o {
least 50 yeeks Rer year. Since there were 1, 081 788 mothers reported in the

’ -

vqcensus and 275 214 were emplbyed 25.4% of the mothers were employed during

) . “ 1969, the criterion year for the 1970 cénsus. However, 18. 7% worked more than

C]

-

26 weeks during l969. ’ ’ ' v *
_ The .median family income,for the young families was $6,689 per year, and o

' - 21. 7% of the families madk les:.than $4,000. At the higher end of the distri-

‘ , bution, 18-2% of the families made $10, OOO or more per year. Most of the~—__

' qincome was acquiredvby the heads of household,‘s1nce their mediaF income was

oo : a . .

only two dollars less than t-_ mediarn family income. A majorityiof the‘mothers

(70. 2%) made less than $l Op0 per. yeart

>

" As might be expected those with higher income . were also (1) better edu-

~

cated,»(2) of the professional or managerial occupational ranks, (3) had three

e

children per family, (4) had three or ‘more automobiles per family, (5) had a ©

o
i

flush toilet, (6) lived in_a house with six or more rooms, (7) had olderﬁ
children, (8) lived in more expensive houses or paid higher rent, and~(9) lived
in largerftowns.\ The progression of median income figures is often revealing

.d' ’ ;

.and\a convenient way .to interpret the data. For ekample, the progression of

P

median family income from, the category 'no schooling" through the elementary

and secondary school categories to the highest levels of college education com—

pleted is as follows; $3,617, $4, 363 $5 353, $5p880 $6 374 $7 078 $8 229,

-

A
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Tabie 12

Number and Percent of Children (3- 5) Enrolled in Preschool

Educatlon by . Level and Type of School.

e
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Number ‘ Percént .
. Total Children 837,890
Total Enrolled 134,827 ‘ 16.1
' Nursery Sthool ' v 28,894 21.4
/ N ‘.
Public / 12,568. 43.5
Parochial R 888 3.1
Private © 15,438 53.4
Kindergarten ’ 105,933 78.6
\Public . 85,257 80.5
Parochial 3,018 2.8
Private R 17,658 . 16.7 ©
‘ v ) - ' .
\ - ~ ’ .
e . . ! t
2 ) ‘e F" ‘Zl,
“ ] ' M 3 - 1
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$9,191, $ll,q40, and $12,890. Each step in the educational ladder is accompanied

by an increase in income.

Telev1slon and Telephone. Of primary 1mportance to the study was the pro-
portlon of the populatlon whlch had access to telev1slon and the geographlcal
1ocation of the telev1sron availability. AccordLng to Table 13, 96. 7% of the
families of-Appalachian preschool'children had'a'telev1slon set ln thelr home,

and 20.9% of the families had two or more sets. UHF was present with almost

half of the famllles. This is a much h1gher rate of telev1slon ownershlp than

ihas generally been acknowledged and the proportion has probably 1ncreased

M §

since the,time of the 1970 enumeratlon.:

“As of 1970, 36 821 of the families llv1ng in occupled h?uslng units" dld

“not have a TV set. Other AEL research'reported prev1ously has indicated that

‘about 43.3%, or 15,943 additional Appalachian'%amilies could convenfently watch ‘

a TV program with a neighbor (Shlvely, 1975, p. 10), so only about 1. 8% of the

Appalachlan famllles could not have access to a pre—planned and announced tele—

.V1slon program such as with Home—Based Preschool Educatlon. Nevertheless,

-

other arrangements would. be requlred for the 20, 878 chlldren who do not have’

access to TV. Perhaps educatlonal radio or personal visitation should be

considered.

NE

———

The. occupatlonal group of‘famllles whlch has least access to TV is the

e

farmers‘and farm managers (89 2% with TVI, and. that is probably because ihey

live.in rural areas.- There is a direct relatlonshlp between telev1slon owner-—
. . . . )

ship and income,’but-the range is less than lB%;.from”BS.B% with.less than
e

$1, 000 per year to more than 98% .at the hlgher income Ievels. There is also

a d1rect relatlonshlp between telev1slon ownershlp;and years of school com-
pleted but the ranﬁe is even less than with 1ncome categorles. ©T
e o .
- There 1s a dlrect relatlonshlp between the number of "children in the'
family and the rate of television ownershlp, but e;cept for one category, the

‘o
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@ Table 13 -
’ . Number and PercenL of Occupled Housing Units
by Avallablllty of Television )
Number Percent
Total Housing Units: 1,132,233 100.0
With TV K 1,095,412 ST+ %.T

1set . 859,338 75.9"
2 or More Sets 23%),074 ‘ 20.9
With UHF 552,384 48.8
No Set Present N.36',-82l 3.3
¢ B )

. ' ¢ N .
, .
. RN S 7 .
(; . ‘1 - ‘
. - . 3 ) E)
. - . N
2 » s
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range is less than elght percent, from 90..5% through 97a4%. The~exception is

X

that for families with ten or - more children, the rate of teleV1s1on ownership

/

is only 85.7%. .Otherwise, families with greater.numbers of children are more

llkely to have V. ‘There is also only a small dlfference in teleV151on owner—

ship among different- rac1al groups,'94 2% of the Negro families and 96.9% of the

.white families own telQV1s1on sets.
The "HOPE planners were also interested in telephone availability since
- : . o

many of theﬂpersonal contacts with family members can be made by telephone.

Surprisihgly, only slightly more than three-fourths of the families possessed

o

a telephone (77. 6%), and there was conslderable var1ab111ty from reglon to =)

reglon. For example, only 52.5% of the famllles of preschool chlldren in the

-

]

Appalachlan portlon of Kentucky hzawve telephone service, and the rate is as loW“

‘as 18.3% for one county. Thoseégpntemplatlng ‘home-based programs should not

necessarily depend on telephone serv1ce, and 1n01dentally,'the Credlbllltj of'

-

teiephone surveys. in rural areas can be questloned s1nce they.zould tend to

B
By

i undersample in sparsely settled areas.,
- . s

In summary, television is'available to the population and generally avail=

‘
. L. R

- ’

' able toe dlfferent economic, occupatlonal, and raeral groupi In oontras§§
\ . N -
telephone service tends to-vary considerably from reglon to .region w1th1n the -

total Appalachian Regiom.’ . : N

Other Deﬁographic'Variables. Several additional items of data concerning

a

the Appalachlan famllles:were tabulated. These items dre descr1pt1ve of the

Jroles of 1nd1v1duals w1th1n famllles, social characterlstlcs, moblllty of the
populatlon, size of famllles, and other mlscellaneous items.
There were 1, 6ll 030 children in the populatlon. The decreaslng b1rth

rate seems to have become somewhat attenuated since the fewest number of

children were two years of age and the largest number were five 'years old. Of

+
®
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A
the 1,050,407 male household heads, 95.5% were ‘white, 4.3% were Negro, 0.1%
were Indian (native Americans), and 0.1% were of other races. -Of the 1,611,030

children, 93.3% were white ‘and 6.5% were Negro.

-

The population of household heads and mothers was rather mobile. Analyses
indicated that l7 6% of the heads and 19.2% of the mothers were born outside
their state of residence in 1970. A few more of the mothers than household

heads were born out of state, possibly because male household heads tended to

‘have married females from out of state and then returned to rear a family. The

nt

figures are particularly Significant since much. of the Region is an area in '’

which the rate of out—migration historically has tended to- Slightly exceed
the rate of in—migration, although the flow may have been reversed ‘'some recently.

Most of the households With a. three to five year old child had only one

.

child of that age in the family (83. 3%) and only 15.4% of the families had two
children of that age. Therefore,_educators ‘should expect onlj one child of

ages three, four, or five in each family, and only occaSionally find two

13

children of that age. o - v - | \ | ’

.

2

As’for‘tptal family size, many families contained four persons (28.4%),

and almost that many families had three persons (23. 6%) and‘five personsA(ZO 2%) .

' . ’

These figures do not necessarily represent the median family s1ze in Appa—

lachia, sincé families w1th at least one preschool child are more likely to have

~

“additional births than are older families, and other families may not have any

children. Families with a total of three children tend to have higher incomes,

' probably because they have older wage earners than- families w1th fewer .

o

children, and the 'median family income tends to decrease according to the

humber of children from four through’ eight or nine children‘per family, and ¥

-

'then increase slightly for\families w1th ten or more children. .As expected,

families with more children tend to have older household heads.

47




'In Appalachia, 7. 3% of the families’do~not have an automobile,and at
. .

- least that many would need transportation to a central location if group '
sessions are_conducted. of course,-many of those Without automobiles might

"be transported by neighbors, Those families without an’ automobile tend to .

0 v

have less income; in fact, the'median annual family income is $3,493 for those
without an automobile compared to $8,083 for those With one. - There is 'a fairly

strong direct‘relationship between the number of automobiles owned and the
: 7
number of rooms in the residende, although those families with no automobiles

.tend to live in houses with at least four rooms. Interestingly, three fourths P

(74. 7%) of those who own three or more automobiles live in rural areas of

v . 5 -

less than 2,500 population, whereas only 58.3% of the. families w1thout any 2

.

automobiles live in the very rural areas. There is a tendency for those with-

-oug automobibes to live in the larger towns; .4 ‘ ‘
.:' * As should he e been concluded by this time, the population was-essentiallyf
. ’ , .
s very rural in nature, 68. 0% of the population lived in areas gf less than .
| ~2,500 population, and ansther 15.0% lived in small towns of less than lO OOO.

However, the fact that the family was classified as "not in a place" by the
» Census Bureau is no indication that the people lived in- isolated areas. “The,_

“non—place" may have been three miles outside the Pittsburgh Clty limits.

. - . . . a
. -
14
t

K : o Surtmary of Results
- " A great deal of data used in designing and implementing thePHome—Oriented

. Preschool Education program has, been presented in this paper. An attempt has

been made to indicate how data might support various kinds of decisions and
- - B . .t

e : how it might be used to’ alert educational planners. and administrators to par-
ticular circumstance$ which they might find in the homes of young children.
One problem in presenting such data is that the data are difficult to summarize

o

.

L —




,actually produced a reduction in npmber of complete responses. This decrease

. decorative illustrations. Another analysis indicated that the ‘ability of ! ; .

"was ‘also assoCiated With the head of household occupational classifications,

fgrade level and should- incorporate decorative rather than- instructional illus—

. . e ) 43"
v . E : . S

and present briefly. Since 'a convenient classification system is not available,
g

an attempt will be made to summarize the data presented in the follow1ng ¢
narrative. . s . .

©
N

. The results of the parent materials study indicated that, even at the .
o » " e t
second grade reading level,. approx1mate1y one-fourth of the parents were unable

to carry out'the_actiVities described on the sheets and that the instructional

1 e

illustrations which were intended to aid the parent.in carrying out the activity

-

N
[

may have been.due to the distracting nature of the illustrations qhich caused
. o

[
parents to not attend fully to the written instructions for each»actiVity.
¢

Overall the most successful combinatidh of reading level and illustrative style'

o

was found for those actiVities written at the- second grade level. and utilizing .

\ ~
that over one—half of the mothers with six years of elementary school or less
. 2 - o~ v
could not complete the'activities, The ability to chbmplete the'activities
. : N
. N

parents to complete, the actiVities was related to educational attainment, and {”

' ~

but not to as great an extent as With the mothers' educational levels.
These findings have several implications for future program planning. h

First, it seems apparent that the materials which the home visitor delivers ‘

,

should be written at the simplest vocabulary 1eve1 at which it is possible to

.~

convey the ideas and actiVimies which need %o be communicated to the parent.

»

1f it:is at all possible, e actiVitieé should be written at th@ﬁsecond

~

trations. Sécond, since this curvey indicates that almost one-fourth of the

parents were unable to carry out the activities at_even the second grade level

. home visitor is essential——espeCially With parents ‘with lower levels of s
» . |8 N : o . 1 N
@’ . . ‘ . » .

Y 3 . 1 ’ . N ’
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educational attainment The home visitors should go over each of the acth1+1P<;§-

with the parents before they leave ‘the homes and should be sure that the parents

A,understand exactly'what is reguired of them. Finally, this study raises the

- Q

question of functional illiteracy among parénts in the HOPE garget population.

’
u

Due to the nature of the study, it was not feasible to determine the exact

number of parents who were functionally illiterate, but it is apparent that a
sufficient number of parents were unable to complete the activities. . These
. v

. - ¢

parents need'additional oral instructions rather than completely depending on

«
- E . [

printed materials for communication purposes. "
i' N .

, Finally, although comprehenSion appeared to be quite low, it~should be
recognized that the'activities were no—context Situations. ;Parents-partici- o
pating in the HOPE program would have been made aware of the general context

each day through the teleViSion program and would have been in directed dis-

cussions with groups of parcnts each ‘week in adaition to ‘the discuSSions with

]

_ home visitors each week. -~ Thése factors would undoubtediy ‘serve to improve

comprehension.’ ) : ' : - ' -

The demographic survey lends support to’ claims of diversity in the Appa—
|

lachian~Region. Some stereotypic claims appear tOvbe substantiated as a

’

] -~

result 6F the surveytwhereas other claims appear to be-refuted.

- The\size of the families w1th preschool children in the survey sample -
appears "to beé quite small. Over three -féurths of the families have three or
less children in the home and only.a few (about l3%) families are relaﬁively_

large (5 or more children in the home)

23

In 87% of the homes surveyed the mother of the. preschool child-1is not

conSiderEd to be thc head of the household and 73%° of the mothers are not
e

A .

employed outside the home. ‘Consequently, in 80 of the homes the mother lS

the person who is: dn charge of the preschool child during the day. These

A
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q ) . . . . . A ) i
——*facts tend to generate'a picture of a male-dominant environment where the male

P

— is employed and proVides a home tor the female and their children..>
However, when one looks ‘at the occupational listings of the heads of
household, over 12% of the heads of- household are unemployed. Over.one—third

are employed as laborers or craftsmen and only 14% could be considered to.

-

have "white~collar" ﬁobs.' Possibly related to the type of employment held by .

the head of the«household is the fact that nearly'all,the,preschoolers eat the

_evening meal with the entire family, alm0st two—thirds eat breakfast w1th the

n ~

family, but less’than'one#half of the preschool children eat the noon meal

with the famlly. o

¢

JAs could be expected from the procedure used in obtaining the survey sample,

\\over three—féurths of the homes surveyed are in areas where there are less
\
than 2, 500 people. These data suggest that most of the HOPE target population v

.

. Wil be located.in small’ farm—fype residences or in small clusters of residences.

\ : .
isolated from larger population centers. - _ R0

: N ' T
% The data also indicate that the educational level of the mother is slightly

+

higher than the educational level of the head of the - household Over 919 of the

mothers are at least eighth grade graduates, whereas 80% of the hedds of house- e

Lsl 1.'

hold are eighth grade graduates. Similarly, over 58% of the mothers are at - .

-

Tleast high school graduates‘ whereas about 50% of the heads of household are
. ) . , . . “1. .
high school graduates. Since the HOPE process involves the use of‘parent‘

. materials, this knowledge of the level of educational attainment may be.useful.
}) . _ ‘ in preparing'materials which are suitable to the reading’ level of the primary
T ) j : i ‘

users. - It should also be pointed out that'about’three—fourths of ‘the homes

13

have newspapers, magazines, a dictionary, or library books present'for the

adults and child¥en to use. : o o s
Finally)~although there has been little change in frequency of visits to

’ . . )

the zoo, museum and art gallery, fire and railroad stations over a six year
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- period,.parents‘are more frequently taking'their children to athletic events
o

and the library. ..

_When one looks at the'state/site data across the entire Appalachian Region,

o

the presence of- diversitY'becomes more apparent ' Deprivation does not appear .

to ‘be as~extreme as does diversity; Consequently, this divers1ty mustéalso

?

-

be taken into account as program materials are prepared E ’ J

& The' primary intent of the telev1s10n survey was to estaBIish th@ practi-

cality of the use of teleVislon as one of ‘the components of AEL's HOPE progrmn;

N .
¢ & [

/
on a region—wide basis The data_which: have been presented in this report

a

supports AEL s conviction concerning the practicality of this\method of presepta—

-

tion. The high percentage of families which own telev1sion sets, as well as
. : ¢ . :
the high percentage of those who could use a neighbor S telev1sion set 1f they

did not possess one of their own, agrees. well With preVious figures obtained

from television industry sources and published U. 8. census Bureau data.  The

, . ¢

elatively small percentage of families who had their sets connected to a com--

-

merc1al cable telev1sion company argues in faver of broadcasc through regular

4

cgmmerCial stations. The. small number of teleVision sets wm@h poor reception

~

quality or With operational difficulties 1ndicates that the majority of families»

-

7

who own telev1sion sets would be able to- receive an AEL broadcast Wlth good
) ’

fidelity.' Although this survey did dpt find any major difficulties in the use

of teleVision as an educational medium in the Region, lt did show that approx1-
&

mately one—third of the famflies did ,not have a telephone in the home, sug-

s

i L]
gesting that program-contactsvwould have. to be. made in person rather.than by

o . . ’ .

" telephone.

Additionally, it is hoped that the otheradata gathered from this.survey
. < .

VWill be of use to program developers and evaluators in plaﬁning the logistics

of implementing home-based programs such as HOPE. The data gathered on‘time
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" gram planning. ¥ o ST Y

" istics of the 1nstrument and the sampllng p%ocedures may have resulted in a .

-summarlze than the precedlng four. studles. As a means of sUmmarlzlng the
1

data;- ' B U SR e

. . . -

of day the=chlld watched telev1slon most frequently and the tlme of day

‘the Chlld had control of the teiev1slon have partlcular 1mpllcatlons fo pro—_

s ' *
[y

'The results of the parents' expectatlbns of thelr childien sp-

cies
a »'. i
1nd1cated thatbthe Appalachlan parents generally have hlgh expecta- G%conn

N »

ernlng their chlldren s developmentar behaviors. However, certa1n character*

1 T

blaslng df the results towdrd the posltlve end of the. response.. Other research

-

performed by AEL staff wpuld appear to be" more deflnltlve.

.o
| hi

i

'The results}qffthe_U. S. Census Bpre/y’study arg even more dlfflcult to
N X

'.,
s

S -
> -

c . £

1nformatlon,\a typlcal’Appalachlan family of 1970 .is descrlbed in the followlng
concludlng paragraphs.' Certaln mlsconceptlons may be 1ntroduced by assumlng

that all families w1th presghool chlldren resemble the tyolcﬁl family which- 1s

N -

assembled from the measures of centr\a\l tendency, but the alternat:Lve pro- B

cedure of repeatlng a.long string of "most 1mportant" percen ages seems less
: ' \
useful .~ The following descrlptlo§°1s based on analyses of U S. Census Bureau

. Y - R % .
N L] . . »

’ R ) ’ ' !
The' year is 1970. Tom and Mary Jones llve ln a West Vlrglnla community
of less thén 2,500 near the Pennsylvanla border.\ Tom- is about 32, healthy,

) employed, . and works full-time as a. craftsman. HiS .inceme is 6,689, and since

Mary does not work, that' represents théir total faﬂaly income.. Both Tom and
Mary have completed high school. They ‘were ‘born in West Vi%glnla, ‘n Wetzelr

‘County, and moved into their present house three. years;ago.. .THeir house has
six rooms, indoor plumblng, and is a single unit structure. valued at from

$10,000 - $15,000. Tom and Mary own.one automoblleh and are not preSently Ve
consldbrlng a second. car. . - . . .
< Young Tlmmy Jones is fourcyears old and does not attend kJndergarten,

since only some of the children in the larger towns haveé an opportunlty to -

learn in an institutional settlng. * Of course, Timmy can watch Sesame Street,

Kaptain Kangaroo, and’ Mlsteroger S, Nelghborhood since hls‘parents have a .
television set. . : , WO . . _ .

N

! The other membeg’of the famlly is Jeanle Jones, age,two,'and beginning to
absorb and learn from ‘the many experiénces. ‘mountain life can offer. "Tom and

Mary have not started Jeanic: in a part- tlme nursery . school where she mlght

-

“

t 53
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B
3

learn certaln social and perceptual motor Skllls, and develop a readlness for -

h the complexities of regular school. No nursery schools are ‘available; neither
' - are any other means of obtalnlng these skills. avallable to Jeanle and Timmy .
Jones'. > . . .

LA - ‘

Thus, f:ve studles have been completed which prov1de 1nformatlon for 1mple—

mentation of parent educatlon programs, and Home—Orlented Preschool Educatlon

in particular. Those respon51ble for deslgnlng and 1mplement1ng ‘'such programs
i \ o » ) \ 9
should be made aware of these data and similar analyses should be completed

as: the data become more dated For example, plannang should begln now for

~

analyzing the l980 u. . Census Bureau data SO that parent education program

-
4 . ’ .
’

~ planning ‘can be based on facts'rather than hunch. :

-Another recommendatlon is that *these data be categorlzed and presented in

'

LY

;‘a summary and perhaps graphlc fashlon ‘so they can be eas1ly understood and used

~

® ' by practltloners. . For example, home visitors™ *should know what .effect thé”
« .
T . educatlonal leVél of parents m1ght have .on the parents ablllty to understand ;

a

and when 1t wall be necessary for them to
. lg}‘ ’
This type,of informatlon is best made.

and properly ‘use printedfmaterlals,

’ L »
-give verbal 1nstructlons to the parents.

avallable through study of data such as presented in-: thls paper. ’

Those reSpons1ble for plannlng educatronal programs. for the Pppalachlan

Ta

pec1ally 1nterested in the data, s1nce factual information

Reglon should be es

? o
. o _
rather than conventlonal stereotypes should gulde the selection and des1gn of

- ~

The future °of more than dne million Appa—

L N - >

the chlon ] educatlonal programs.

-

lachlan chlldrEn will be 1mproved through careful program plannlng.' .

A P ‘
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